
 

 

Summer Centered: A Festival Guide for Black Women Who Love Art, Music, and 

Good Company 

By Joshua Levi Perrin 

Summer has a way of reminding us to return to what feels good. Slower mornings. 

Brighter evenings. Music that carries across park lawns. Art that lives off the canvas. 

Conversations that stretch beyond the edges of the event. For Black women especially, 

festivals offer more than a calendar check—they offer community, creativity, and the 

kind of joy that lingers. 

From Chicago to New Orleans, here are ten festivals that celebrate Black culture, style, 

and sound—each one a space where we don’t just show up, we belong. 

 

CHICAGO 

Silver Room Sound System Block Party (July 13–14) 

What began as a sidewalk gathering in Hyde Park is now one of the city’s most 

anticipated summer events. With live music, local vendors, art installations, and dancing 

in the street, the Block Party brings together generations of South Side culture. It’s part 

homecoming, part block club, all love. 

Millennium Park Summer Music Series (June–August) 

This free concert series in the heart of downtown consistently features standout Black 

musicians across genres. It’s the kind of space where you can bring a picnic, kick off 

your shoes, and let the skyline keep you company as the music takes over. 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Broccoli City Festival (July 27–28) 

Broccoli City is as much about the future as it is about the moment. With past headliners 

like Summer Walker, Jazmine Sullivan, and Lil Uzi Vert, it’s a music festival with roots in 

sustainability, wellness, and community power. Expect good music, meaningful 

conversations, and plenty of Black joy. 

DC Black Food & Wine Festival (August 10) 

Hosted along the Anacostia River, this celebration of Black culinary talent and wine 



 

 

culture is part tasting, part toast. Come for the bites and sips, stay for the energy and 

elegance. 

 

LOS ANGELES 

Leimert Park Juneteenth Festival (June 19) 

Leimert Park is sacred ground for Black creatives in LA, and the Juneteenth Festival is 

a full embodiment of that legacy. With drum circles, fashion, healing circles, and Black-

owned everything, this day-long event is a beautiful ode to liberation and legacy. 

For the Culture LA (Ongoing) 

This pop-up series hosts curated markets, day parties, and gallery activations all 

season long. Their events center Black makers, musicians, and entrepreneurs—and 

always feel like a warm invitation, not a crowded scene. 

 

NEW ORLEANS 

Essence Festival of Culture (July 4–7) 

There’s no way to overstate this one. Essence Fest is the premier celebration of Black 

womanhood, music, and culture. From Superdome headliners to empowering panel 

talks and late-night DJ sets, it’s a weekend that nourishes as much as it entertains. 

Satchmo SummerFest (August 3–4) 

Named for New Orleans’ own Louis Armstrong, this smaller, jazz-focused fest highlights 

the city’s deep musical roots with brass bands, second lines, and Creole soul food. If 

you like your history with a side of rhythm, this one’s for you. 

 

ATLANTA 

ONE Musicfest (October 26–27) 

Though technically in fall, the spirit of summer lingers long enough to count this one. 

With a lineup that honors both nostalgia and what’s next, ONE Musicfest draws artists 

across generations—and the crowd is just as electric. Think Jill Scott, Kendrick Lamar, 

Ari Lennox. All in one place. 



 

 

Atlanta Ice Cream Festival (July 27) 

Don’t be fooled by the name. Yes, there’s ice cream. But there’s also wellness 

workshops, live performances, and a joyful atmosphere that feels more like a 

celebration of community than a food fest. Set in Piedmont Park, it’s a sweet and 

grounding way to spend a Saturday. 

 

More Than Events—These Are Invitations 

These aren’t just places to go. They’re spaces to exhale, to explore, and to gather. 

Whether you’re traveling across state lines or walking down the block, each festival 

offers a moment to reconnect—with creativity, with culture, with self. 

Pack your tote bag. Charge your phone. Wear something that feels like you. Wherever 

you land this summer, make it a place where you feel fully seen. 
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